
 
 

 

 
A Brexit Update from Fresh 
Direct Group on Friday 29th 
January 2021. 
 
The post Brexit period since the 
1st of January 2021 has been 
relatively quiet for importers. 
Traffic through UK borders is 
flowing well. Overall import 
demand however is low, with 
border traffic at 38% of normal 
volumes. There are many 
contributing factors, most 
notably Covid-19 lockdown 
measures.  
  
Whilst we continue to monitor 
the situation, there are certain 
factors we predict will come in to 
play over the coming days and 
weeks. We predict demand to 
increase naturally when the UK 
lockdown is lifted, increasing 
pressure at the borders. 
 
Reduced stockpiling 
To avoid running low on stock, 
many British importers stockpiled 
product over the Christmas & 
New Year period, either to avoid 
potential tariff implications in a  
no deal scenario or to avoid post-
Brexit disruption. As these 
stockpiles run low the demand for 
imports will increase as stock 
levels are replenished.  
 
 

 
There is a risk that as border 
traffic increases, so too will 
freight entering UK customs with 
non-compliant documentation, 
creating a backlog at UK border 
crossings and delays. 
 
Consignment groupage 
Currently, lower volume 
consignments are being grouped 
with other freight, (known as 
groupage) the risk with groupage 
is that whilst our products may 
have the correct documentation, 
other unrelated consignments 
within the vehicle may not. In this 
situation the whole load will be 
held up whilst the offending 
consignments are unloaded and 
checked, potentially adding hours 
or days to the import process, 
impacting shelf life and quality of 
fresh produce. 
 
Additional compliance 
requirements  
We believe the UK Customs 
authorities are yet to fully 
implement documentary 
compliance. It is expected that 
these checks will intensify with a 
phased introduction planned.  
 
From 1st April 2021 all plant-
based products will require  
phytosanitary checks and from  
 
 

 
1st July 2021 additional checks on 
animal products will commence. 
 
These factors are likely to 
increase pressure on UK borders 
as the market slowly returns to 
normality and could lead to 
delays. 
 
Additional procedures, 
inspections and bureaucracy have 
added an additional €400 per 
vehicle to transport costs. This 
has led to many transport 
companies ceasing logistics 
operations with the UK. 
 
Our commitment to reduce the 

impact to our customers 

wherever possible remains our 

primary objective. Our external 

customs agents, Maritime Cargo 

Services continually monitor 

developments and together we 

are prioritising a smooth 

transition. Our expertise in this 

field ensures we are best placed 

to mitigate any impact which may 

arise and we will continue to keep 

you informed of any changes.  

If you have any questions, please 

contact your account manager. 


