
 

4 December 2020 

 

With the Brexit deadline fast approaching on the 1st January 2021 the date creates a number of 

particular challenges for us and the whole fresh produce supply industry. I would like to assure you 

that we at Mark Murphy are doing everything possible to manage and mitigate any potential 

disruption. Tariffs are likely but there is not yet any clear picture around this so we will communicate 

any information we have as soon as we have it. 

During the winter season, a larger proportion of our product is imported from France and Spain 

meaning that the range of products which may be affected in the short term is greater than would be 

the case if Brexit was happening in the summer.  Almost all product imported to the UK from 

continental Europe arrives via road freight through Dover and a number of East Coast ports.  

 

Currently, very limited border checks are conducted on this inbound freight. If there is any meaningful 

increase in border checks, either by UK officers or on the return journey by French or Dutch 

counterparts, then this is likely to cause significant delays in arrivals of product into the UK. If there 

are significant delays placed on freight, we would expect the knock-on effect to create a spike in price. 

Such price increases may only be temporary, but they could also be considerable. 

 

The timing is also problematic. The Brexit date comes directly after the Christmas holidays, combined 

with the days on which Christmas and New Year falls, making it more difficult for us to hold sufficient 

stock of all produce to alleviate any disruptions in early January.  

 

All of the above factors mean that management of supply is going to be challenging.  

 

Products which may be affected would include: - 

• Oranges, Satsumas and Clementines 

• Lemons & Apples 

• Broccoli & Mushrooms 

• All salad lines 

• Sweet potatoes, Butternut Squash  

• Spanish onions 

We plan to take a number of these lines into stock at the end of December for use within the first 

week in January so those early days in the New Year may appear to be fine. It is potentially in the 

couple of weeks after this that stock availability could become a greater problem.  

We will endeavour to manage our stockholding and availability as best we can and continue to 

communicate with you as the situation becomes clearer but wanted to explain the potential price and 

availability disruption we are likely to see at the very start of 2021. 

As soon as we know more, we will share that with you. In the meantime, may we take this opportunity 

to thank you for your support through this most difficult of years and wish you a safe and healthy 

festive season with renewed optimism for a great 2021. 

 


